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SPEECH. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Vhursday^  10th  May  1894, 
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FINANCE  BILL. 

SAUNDERS  (Newington,  Wal- 
said,  the  right  lion,  (Tentleman 
nber  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  made 
ble  contrilmtiou  to  this  Debate 
? pointed  out  that  the  landed  in- 
id  agricultural  interest  were  not 
1,  but  separate.  The  taxation  of 
.s  not  only  not  the  taxation  of 
ure,  but  frequently  meant  the 
of  agriculture  and  the  freedom 

O 

stry.  That  had  been  shown 
practical  light  by  Ayhat  had 
‘d  in  New  Zealand.  Fi\e 
go  that  colony  A\’as  (he  most 
*d  of  all  our  colonies.  Now 
the  most  prosperous  ; and 
Fiye  years  um  the  land  of  the 
was  inaccessible,  becatise  it  Avas 
large  speculators  and  could  not  be 
1 at  a reasonable  price.  Recently 
1 yarying  from  o to  15  per  cent, 
interest  of  the  capital  value  had 
iposed.  As  a result,  the  price  of 
d fallen  33  per  cent.,  and  instead 
working  classes  leaving  the  colony 
did  five  years  ago  to  the  extent 

00  in  one  year  theA'  Avere  now 
g thither,  and  the  colony  Avas  in  a 
urishiug  condition,  because  of  the 

1 of  a Just  principle  in  the  taxa- 
and.  Until  aa'C  had  that  principle 
in  this  country  he  feared  that  we 
continue  to  sutler  from  depression 
. The  taxation  of  land  in  this 
Avas  conspicuous  by  its  absence, 
led  that  some  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
o hud  complained  of  the  taxation 


of  land  had  pointed  out  some  instances  in 
Avhich  that  taxation  bore  heavily  and  un- 
justly. Many  instances  to  the  contrary 
could  certainly  be  pointed  to.  He  should 
like  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a moment  to  the  condition  of  the 
working  people  of  London.  Take  the 
case  of  a man  Avho  occupied  one  room  in 

Avliicli  the  Avhole  of  his  family  Avere  com- 

«/ 

polled  to  live,  and  paying  for  that  room 
4s.  per  AA’eek.  4'hat  4s.  a week  meant  Is. 
to  the  builder,  2s.  to  the  ground  landlord, 
and  Is.  to  the  rate  collector.  That  man 
paid  50s.  per  annum  in  rates.  Rut  AA'hat 
did  the  landoAvner  pay  ? Ilis  contribution 
to  the  taxation  of  the  country  in  that 
case  Avas  simply  the  amount  of  the  In- 
come Tax,  and  Avhat  he  actually  jiaid 
Avas  2s.  lid.,  as  compared  Avith  the  50s. 
of  the  Avorking  man.  Take  another  in- 
stance of  the  taxation  of  land — the  case 
of  an  estate  in  the  parish  in  which  he 
lived-  and  Avhich  Avas  only  recently  oc- 
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cupied  by  a millionaire.  Ilis  land 
amounted  to  40  acres,  Avhich  Avas  not  a 
greater  proportion  than  one  acre  Avould 
be  to  a business  or  professional  man. 
L^pon  that  40  acres  the  rates  payable  ac- 
cording to  the  ratebook  amounted  to  £4 
per  acre.  Two  years  ago  the  laud  Avas 
sold  to  an  Artisans’  Dwelling  Company, 
and  buildings  were  to  be  erected  for 
artisans  and  labourers.  What  did  the 
House  suppose  would  now  be  the  taxa- 
tion of  that  land  ? It  Avould  be  at  the 
; rate  of  £80  p<?r  acre  in  addition  to  the 
value  of  the  buildings  put  upon  it,  Avhat- 
ever  they  might  be.  It  Avas  quite 
obvious,  therefore,  that  building  opera- 
; tious  AA^ere  paralysed  by  excessive  taxa- 
' tion.  All  this  kind  of  taxation  fell  upon 
I the  masses  and  not  upon  the  classes. 
' Possibly  there  Avere  Members  in  the 
House  Avho  remembered  the  declarations 


which  have  not  l:>een  accepted  in  the  same  | 
spirit  in  which  they  have  been  offered,  and 
which  will  not  be  repeated.  Henceforth  I shall 
consuler  the  interests,  not  of  the  classes  but  of 
the  masses.’* 

IIoAv  had  that  pledge  been  kept  ? It 
Avas  folloAA’^ed  by  the  Newcastle  Pro- 
gramme— and  a grand  programme  that 
Avas,  promising  to  the  working  classes  of 
the  country  the  taxation  of  ground  A^alues, 
the  paA^'inent  of  Memlicrs,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  registration  expenses.  Where 
did  they  find  a vestige  of  these  promises 
in  the  present  Budget,  and  AAdiy  did  they 
not  find  it  ? Because  this  Budget,  like 
the  legislation  generally  Avhich  emanated 
from  the  classes,  Avas  made  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  classes.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  made  a very  clear 
statement  as  to  Avhat  the  effect  of  the 
Budget  Avas — so  clear  and  brief  that 
he  (Mr.  Saunders)  Avould  venture  to 
smbm  it  it  to  the  House.  The  right  hon. 


Income  Tax  Avas  brought  in  to  compen- 
sate for  simply  doing  justice  to  the  com- 
munity in  the  matter  of  the  equalisation 
of  Death  Duties,  and  in  attempting  that 
equalisation  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  introduced  a greater  Avroug 
than  that  Avhich  he  proposed  to  remedy. 
For  AA'hat  aa'us  the  state  of  affairs  AA'ith 
re‘>'ard  to  Income  lax  ? It  had 
ahvays  been  a matter  of  contention  that 
persons  enjoying  fixed  incomes  from  real 
properly  should  pay  a larger  percentage 
than  people  Avere  called  upon  to  pay  for 
a precarious  income.  In  1842  Mr. 
Disraeli,  the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
clie<[uer,  proposed  that  incomes  fi’om  real 
property  should  be  rated  at  i d,  in 
the  £1,  and  that  incomes  of  a precarious 
nature  should  be  rated  at  ojd.  His 
successor  did  not  adopt  that  proposal. 
And  Avhv  ? Because  he  said  that — 

“Incomes  from  realty  were  taxed  on  the  r 
■ gross  value  ; they  shouhl  etpiitably  be  taxe<l  on 
their  net  value,  AAdiich  AA'ould  make  a difference 
of  10  per  cent.” 

The  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
did  Avhat  neither  of  his  great  predecessors 
AA'ould  have  dreamed  of  doing.  He  not 
onU'  charged  the  same  on  realty  and  pre- 
carious incomes,  but  he  placed  the  charge 
mi  fixed  incomes  at  a net  amount  instead 
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livided  and  would  possibly  be  f 
)i-e  advantageously — and  then  I 
le  upon  it  with  graduateil  taxa-  t 
t was  not  giiuluated  in  his  ( 
unders’s)  opinion,  except  that  it  i 
d the  wrong  way.  What  was  i 
ivas  to  catch  the  capitalist  while  ( 

iving.  Under  present  conditions  ' 

hold  his  gold  to  the  very  edge  ' 
duirchj’ard  mould,  and  his  pro- 
is  protected,  not  taxed.  Ihen, 
gistration.  The  course  the  Go- 
it  were  taking  was  disappointing, 
expected  that  the  Chancellor  of 
chequer  would  have  made  the 
a national  one,  rendering  the 
f a poor  man  to  Parliament  more 

SPEAKER  : Order,  order ! 

I.  Member  is  dealing  with  another 
ore  the  House. 

SAUKDERS  said,  he  would  pass 
3 ventured  to  think  that  the  Go- 
at would  never  have  been  placed 
31-  but  for  the  pledges  they  had 
)ii  these  matters.  Had  they  not 
id  the  taxation  of  ground  values, 
nieut  of  Members,  and  the  lessen- 
he  cost  of  registration  they  would 
lave  had  an  opportunity  of  sitting 
Treasury  Bench.  It  was  a very 
matter  that  a Government  which 
to  Office  oil  the  strength  of 
es  of  this  kind  should  have  failed 
il  those  promises.  It  was  said 
his  would  be  an  epoch-making 
t.  He  believed  it  would  be  an 
making  Budget,  but  in  a very 
jt  sense  to  what  had  been  repre- 
What  would  happen  was  that 
ukim’'  classes,  disappointed  of  that 
Avhicdi  they  expected  from  the 
t,  would  cease  to  have  contidenee 
statesmanship  of  their  rulers.  He 
atched  politics  ever  since  the  in- 
tion  of  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832, 
iver  hail  he  seen  such  a dereliction 


from  promises  as  that  which  was  now 
being  witnessed.  It  was  easy  for  some 
to  regard  with  equanimity  the  existing 
condition  of  things,  but  unjust  legislation 
meant  to  a great  number  of  the  people 
intense  and  undeserved  suffering.  How 
could  hon.  Members  expect  men  amongst 
whom  the  schoolmaster  had  been,  men 
who  had  become  intelligent  and  en- 
lightened, to  still  remain  suffering  through 
iu'justice  with  the  quietmle  they  had 
manifested  in  the  past?  For  eight  years 
they  had  looked  to  this  Budget  to  release 
them  from  the  suffering  and  injustice  they 
now  endured,  and  they  had  been  enthel} 
and  completely  disappointed.  There 
was  no  assistance  for  the  working 


man  in  the  Budget.  There  was 
some  relief  for  a class  a good^  deal 
above  the  working  man,  but  no  relief  for 
the  working  man.  The  poor  inan  Avho 
paid  4s.  a week  for  a room  for  his  family 
would  still  go  on  paying  2s.  a week  to 
the  ground  landlord,  and  Is.  a week  to 
the  rate  collector,  and  the  ground  land- 
lord would  still  contribute  2s.  lid. a year 
in  taxation,  while  the  working  man  con- 
tributed 50s.  How  long  Avere  the  people 
of  this  country  going  to  be  satisfied  Avith 
this  state  of  things  ? He  looked  foi'Avard 
to  the  future  Avith  very  considerable 
apprehension.  There  had  been  gi eat 
difficulty  ill  repressing  the  disposition  to 
action  other  than  political,  both  in  the 
neio-hbouring  country  and  in  our  oavii. 
What  could  they  say  to  those  men  ? Hoav 
could  they  ask  them  to  be  content  to 
staiwe  in  quietude,  Avithout  making  any 
effort  on  their  oavii  behalf  ? He  had 
talked  to  them  during  the  last  eight 
years  Avith  some  effect.  hat  could  he 
sav  in  future  ? He  hoped  he  Avould  leain 
something  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  as  to  what  could  be  said  to 
them.  This  Budget  did  not  give  them 
a vestige  of  hope,  and  he  believed  that 
the  absence  of  hope  might  bring  about 
very  serious  consequences  in  this  country. 
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